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Blue Ridge CASA for Children

Thank you for your interest in Volunteering with Blue Ridge CASA for Children. As a CASA Volunteer, you are empowered by the Juvenile & Domestic Relations Courts to help make this dream a reality. You will not only bring positive change to the lives of these vulnerable children, but also their children and generations to come. And in doing so, you will also enrich your life.

What are the qualifications of a Court Appointed Special Advocate?
All CASA Volunteers must be 21 years old and not have a conflict of interest with the parties of the case. This would include the Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court, Social Services, Foster Care Programs (i.e. People places, Intercept, De Paul, Children Services of Virginia, etc.) or family members.

How do I become a Volunteer?

The process to becoming a Child Advocate includes an application, three references, an interview with your Advocate Manager, State and Federal background checks, pre-service training, and a post-training interview.  This process finalizes with your induction into the local Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court. There is a $40 application fee that covers background checks and training materials. This should be submitted with completed background check forms prior to the beginning of training.  
Why do I need a background check?

Due to the nature of our work, Volunteers must successfully complete a criminal background check, Social Security number check (through the local DMV), National Sex Offender Registry check and Child Protective Services check.  Blue Ridge CASA for Children does not employ or utilize any individual who has been convicted of a crime that (a) victimizes children, (b) is sexual in nature, or (c) involves violence, fraud or significant theft. Please contact us with any questions related to past convictions and/or our background check screening process. By submitting this application, you are agreeing to give Blue Ridge CASA for Children permission to submit the necessary background check forms.  
How do I submit my application and questionnaire?

Please complete and submit this application to our office via email to info@blueridgecasa.org.  Alternatively, you may fax the application and completed reference forms to 1-540-337-9173. Additionally, you may drop off the forms or mail them to the main office at 119 W. Frederick St., Staunton, VA 24401. After submitting your application to the Blue Ridge CASA for Children office, an Advocate Manager will contact you for a pre-service interview. Please have your references completed and returned prior to the interview date. 
Who do I contact with questions?

Our staff is happy to answer questions or address any concerns that you may have. Main office: 540.213.2272 or info@blueridgecasa.org
Volunteer Application
Please note that all Volunteers are required to complete this application and sign a Confidentiality Agreement.  Volunteers are also required to successfully complete the 30-hour training and a one-hour Court observation.   

PERSONAL INFORMATION
	Title:


	Name:
First
	Middle
	Last

	Nickname: N/A
	Gender:       ☐Female     ☐Male

	Address:
Street
	
	State
	Zip

	County:
	Date of Birth: (mm/dd/yyyy)

	Have you lived in a different location in the last 5 years?  If so, where?

	Phone:
Home
	Cell
	Preferred Phone:      ☐ Home     ☐Cell

	Email:

	Social Security #:
	Marital Status:

	If married, spouse’s name:

	Children’s Names & Ages:


EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

If retired, please provide former employment info. 
	Employer:
	Position:

	Address:
Street
	City
	State
	Zip

	Work Phone:
	May we contact you at work?   ☐Yes    ☐No

	Please give a brief description of your work:


EMERGENCY CONTACT

	Emergency Contact Name:
	Relationship:

	Emergency Contact Phone:


GENERAL INFORMATION

	How did you become aware of our program?

	Please list days/times that you would be available to participate in the 30+-hour Advocate training.

	Education History:

	Do you speak any other language than English?  Please specify. 


In a few words, describe yourself and what motivated you to volunteer at this time.
	


Please describe any interactions you’ve had with any of the following entities:

	Department of Social Services and related programs:

	Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court:


What have been your personal experiences with abuse and neglect?

	


Have you ever known a child who was neglected, physical or sexually abused? How did you respond?
	


Please indicate your skills in the following areas:

	Writing:

	Computer:

	Verbal Communication:


Do you have any concerns or questions at this time?

	


By submitting this application with your contact information you are agreeing to receive 
e-newsletters and other information from Blue Ridge CASA for Children. 
Please indicate if you wish to opt out of this service.
Signature

Date

Privacy and Protection Information

Security of information is extremely important to us.  All information submitted is available to and accessed by only relevant personnel.

