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| am delighted to share with you our 2023 Impact Report. It is with immense gratitude and
pride that | reflect on the incredible impact our organization has had over the past year.
Fueled by the collective passion and dedication of a community that volunteered, that
donated, that believed in our mission, and understood the critical importance of advocating
for the well-being of abused and neglected children in our community. As a result, 57 CASA
volunteers provided 105 children with hope and a dedicated advocate speaking up for their
best interests in court, at school, and in our community.

Throughout the year, we achieved several significant milestones:
* Nineteen new CASA volunteers inducted
o After extensive screening and training, these amazing individuals were ready to
serve
e Successful completion of National CASAs Self Assessment
o This ensures we comply with best practice standards
New FUNdraisers
o COW-abunga! Raised over $63,000!
o Mustaches for Kids (M4K) Blue Ridge - coming fall of 2023
e Expansion into Shenandoah & Page Counties beginning July 2023
o At the request of Best Practice Teams, led by Judge Chad Logan
o With one year grant funding from the Department of Criminal Justice Services
o Approximately 75 children in these localities need a CASA
Development and implementation of a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Plan
o Taking crucial action steps towards a more inclusive and equitable environment

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the dedication of our
talented staff, the commitment of our volunteers, the generosity of our investors and the
support of our Board. Your contributions have enabled us to make a meaningful difference
in the lives of the children we serve. There is still much to be done. With your continued
partnership, we can expand our reach, enhance our services, and create a brighter future
for the 393 children waiting for a CASA.

Thank you for being a part of the Blue Ridge CASA community. You make all the difference;
we couldn't do it without you.

With gratitude,

Slerri Nl innagy~Fraidy,




We are thrilled to announce the expansion of our services to Shenandoah and Page
Counties in July 2023, furthering our commitment to advocating for the best interests of
abused and neglected children in the Valley. Best Practice Teams in these localities, led
by Judge Chad Logan, estimate more than 75 children are in need of a CASA.

“Frequently, court-involved children encounter a number of different professionals as
their cases progress through the courts, but most of those individuals have full
caseloads and in some agencies, there is frequent turnover. | believe that the addition of
CASA volunteers to these cases will provide children with a consistent advocate, who
has the ability to devote meaningful time to understand each child's particular situation,
their strengths and weaknesses, and provide a unique perspective to the court to help
shape the best outcomes possible in these difficult cases. | believe the work of the
CASA volunteers will make meaningful and substantial contributions to improve the lives
of children.” Judge Chad Logan.

This is a significant milestone for Blue Ridge CASA for Children and we are eager to
partner with members of these communities to positively impact children.

The expansion would not have been possible without a generous, one-year grant from
the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services.
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Are you 21 years old or older?

Are you able to pass a background check?

Do you have 6 hours to give each month?

Do you want to make a difference in a
child’s life?

CASA Annual Survey Results

Annually, we provide all our volunteers with the opportunity to provide feedback
on their experience. We are pleased to share their overwhelmingly positive
responses:
* 100% of those who responded agreed or strongly agreed:
o The training they received was not only relevant but also aligned with their
expectations
o Their Advocate Manager was accessible and knowledgeable, proving to
be a valuable resource
o They felt a deep sense of respect and support within the organization,
emphasizing the worthiness of their time invested
e 92% reported feeling valued and appreciated, underscoring the organization's
commitment to its volunteers
e 54% expressed a desire for increased involvement with the organization
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Financial Report
[ncome
Grants 293,146

Donations 154,047

Eoponses

Program 77 %

Costs that are directly related to serving
our kids and furthering our mission.

Administrative 12 %

Costs that are necessary to operate our
organization day to day.

Fundraising T %

Costs associated with launching
fundraising campaigns and events.

Kari-Lyn Henkel, President
Andrew Talbot Squires, Vice President
Cathy Bagwell Marsh, Interim Treasurer

Gretchen Armentrout, Secretary
Brooke Goolsby
Hannah Johnson

Emani Morse

*Jorge Santos
*Alumbria Djukovich

*Erica Sayers

**Arianna Williams *First Term
*Completed Last Term



FUN(D) Raising!

In October, the COW-abunga Live Auction
raised over $63,000 for Blue Ridge CASA
for Children! It's a new fundraising record
for the organization.

COW-abunga became the extension of
HorseMania which premiered several
years earlier. Local artist Mark Cline
fabricated the herd of eighteen life-sized
cows. They were distributed to local
artists and their final products were
paraded through downtown Lexington.
The cows were on display throughout
Lexington, Buena Vista, and Rockbridge
County for several months.

Cow-abunga provided an excellent
opportunity to showcase the community,
encourage tourism, and promote the arts,
all while raising awareness and funds for
Blue Ridge CASA for Children.

The COW-abungal! Committee,
spearheaded by Rosanne Facciolo
Mackey, secured the artists and
Serendipity Farm sponsored the
extravaganza.

“Raising money to help promote the
well-being and stability of these
children is an ongoing interest of mine.
| hope others will join in making this
objective a reality and help children
have a safe childhood and “casa”
home.”

Rosanne Facciolo Mackey




Amber and | got involved with CASA after seeing the value our girls’ CASA volunteer
brought to the table. We were apprehensive at first as we had never heard of CASA and
our fear was it was just another person involved in their case. How wrong we were!
Linda King was our CASA volunteer and she was the biggest blessing to our girls.

Amber and | attended Top Chef in 2022 and it was amazing! On our way home we
talked about the evening and we both noticed there was an opportunity to increase the
revenue during the event. We agreed a Paddle Raise after the presentation was the
prime opportunity. One afternoon this Spring, Sherri gave me a call and | offered to
facilitate it at the next Top Chef event which was only a couple of weeks away. She was
very welcoming to the suggestion. And boy did it work! The rest is history and hopefully,
something we can do in the future.

| hope we can continue to be a part of the Top Chef event and be involved in other
capacities to help raise money for such a great organization and to see it continue to
grow. We continuously profess how special you all are, how much you help the kids in
foster care, and we will continue to advocate for you all.
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Kathryn Albright
Ric Aldhizer
Suzanne Allan
Elma Allen
Linda Ankrah-Dove
Gretchen Armentrout
Margaret Armstrong
Augusta Lions Club
Ayers Fund
Katheryn Bailey
Helene Baker
Peggy Ballin
Balloons Over Rockbridge
Bank of the James
Brad Barretto
Shana Baum
Shea Baum
Diana Beam
Bethany United
Methodist Church
Emily Berg
Margaret Bergman
Laurie Berman
Juan Pablo Berrizbeitia
Randolph Bertin
Theresa Bezold
John Bishop
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Corinne Blasius
Lois & Craig Blauch Miller
Nicholas Bledsoe
Dianalee Bohme
Mary Bostic
Nancy Bradfield
Carol Bradford
Laura Brewer
Stanley Bright
Kimberley Brooks

Robert Driscoll
Debra Drummond
Mary Dugan
Carolyn Dull
Michael & Tonya Dunlap
K. Dunlap
DuPont Community
Credit Union
Spencer Eavers
Emily Edwards
E.C. Wareheim Foundation
Anne E. Herring
Elliot's Knob FOE Aerie 680
Evermore Construction, LLC
Beverly Eye
Rosanne Facciolo Mackey
Mary Farmer
Raymond Firehock
First Citizens Bank
Pam Fitzgerald
Elizabeth Flynn
Larry Frantz
Tamara Funk
William Gallagher
Ali Gallagher
Mike Garber
Todd Gardner
Clifford Garstang
Julia Giardina
Thomas Gill
Lisa Giovanetti
James Glick
Brooke Goolsby
Melissa Grafsgaard
Hannah Green
David Grimm
Shannon Grogg
Wade Guillory




Jeffrey Guinn
Duncan Gutterman
Keleigh Hagensen
Marianne Halterman

Hamric & Sheridan Jewelers Inc
Hank's Grille and Catering
Brett & Ellen Harrison

Elizabeth Hartman
Debra Hay
John & Mary Anne Heatwole
Glenn Henderson
Kari-Lyn Henkel
Evanice Henniger
Lester & Amy Herman
Gwen Herrera
Anne Herring
Jackie Hickey
Sarah Hill
Kate Hill
Dwight Houff
Houff Family Foundation
Dwaine & Judith Huewe
Andrew Huff
Jim & Pam Huggins
Chelsey Hughes
Ashley Hughes
Kent & Leigh Iberg
Robert Jones
Laura Joyner
Kappa Alpha Theta - JMU
Kappa Alpha Theta - W & L
Kathy Keith
Michele Kielty
Sylvia Kirgis
Jason & Paige Kite
Sara Beth Kite
Joanne Knauf
Kroger
Krumm Family

Mike Mitri
Eric Mogensen
Robin Moore
William & Lisa Moore
David Morgan
Shaun Morris
Emani Morse
Mark Moseley
Kevin Murphy
Ann Musselman
Paul Nelson
Diane Newcomer
Garry and Nancy Nichols
Laura Noell
Kristin Noell
| Nolt
Lane Norris
Christie Nygaard
Joseph QOliva
Richard Orem
Marisela Ortega-Gomes
Jack Otteni
Eliz Ozcan
Jose & Ally Padilla
Karen Pannabecker
Lacy Parrish
Deborah Patton
Kayla Payne
Liliokanaio Peaslee
Lundy & Ellen Pentz
Kelly & Aaron Peters
Evan Pettrey
Sean Philpott
Caitlin Piemme
Kimberly Pierce
Robert Podleski
Bryan Postelnek
Bob Prasse
Sharon Price
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William Price
Pride Electric, L.C.
Penny Pruitt

Josh & Amber Puffenbarger
Punishers LEMC - Shenandoah

Valley LLC

Nikoo Rafat

Sue Ramsey
Sherry Redman

Reformation Lutheran Church

Shelly Reitenauer
Retha & Franklin Baer
Designated Fund
Robert Rhett
Joshua Rhoads
Janet Rhodes
Anita Riggleman
Paul Riner
lan Robbie
Beth Robbie
James Robbie
Tom & Cindy Roberts
Andrew Robertson
Ronald Robey
Casey Rolfe
Devin Roller

Annie & Justin Rumley

Dawn Ruple
Tim Russell
Amy Russell
Alexis Rutter
Jorge Santos
Gina Savini
William Saxman
Erica Sayers
Susan Schuckman
Jeff Schwaner
Kari Scott
Rachel Seal

"

Trinity United Methodist

Women
Virginia Trovato

Tuesday Club of Augusta

County
Kathryn Tuttle
Marie Tyrrell
University Tees

Valley Custom Homes

Paul Vames
Jeannie Van Ness
Mia Von Eisenburg

Benjamin Vucic
Catherine Wainwright
Amy Wakeman

Karen Waller

Louise Ward

Steven Ward

Malcolm Warford
Robert Weiss
Hugh Westfall
Michelle White
Warren White
Marnie Willett

lvy Williams

Roger Williamson

Sara Wilson
Veronika Winkler

Elana Winter
Christina Wiseman

Woodman of the World Court

167
Christian Worth
Bernard Yancey

Grace Young
Mark & Denise Yurish
Judith Zdinak
Jakob zumFelde




Augusta Health Foundation
Brittigan Endowment Fund
CAPSAW
City of Harrisonburg CDBG
City of Harrisonburg
City of Staunton CDBG
Community Foundation Central Blue Ridge
CFCBR Youth Philanthropy Council
Community Foundation Harrisonburg
and Rockingham
DCJS/VOCA
George and Evelyn Brothers
Grace Episcopal Church
Harrisonburg Women'’s Service League
J&E Berkley Foundation

James Madison University
Karis
Kiwanis Waynesboro
Million Dollar Round Table
Rockbridge Community Health
Rockingham Board of Supervisors
Sentara RMH
Trinity Episcopal Church
United Way of Harrisonburg
and Rockingham
United Way Rockbridge, Lexington and
Buena Vista
United Way Staunton, Augusta County
and Waynesboro
Washington & Lee University
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Elma Allen

Rachel Bagley
Margaret Ballin
Kelly Bashinskaya
Ashley Bellamy
Donna Berry
Randolph Bertin
Kathryn Brown
Karen Chamblee
Dallia Clark
Leotine Cunningham
David Curtin
Amanda DeShaies
Patricia Devitt
Candise Enoch
Rosanne Facciolo
Leslie Frere

Dee Grimm

Jamie Haushalter
Julia Hech

Sherry Herr
Elizabeth Hertzberg
Brooklyn Hills
Collin Hills

Rose Holden
Benjamin Huger
Sarah Janowski
Linda King
Timothy Kolly

[tk U)o

Deb Koons
Gwendolyn Lam
Janet Lemmer
Katelyn “Elizabeth”
Linger

Jordan Lohr Mahaney
Jennifer Lundin
Lisa McQueen
Carole Moore
Bernadette O’Neill
Alicia Pritchett

Eva Rath

Janet (Jan) Rhodes
Kimberly Rittenhouse
Timothy Russell
Monica Rutedge
Elise Sheffield

Eric Sheffield

Lisa Sinegra

Amy Smith

Debra Smith
Margaret Stiefvater
LorrieAnne Stowell
Sarah Strickler
Geneva Swinson
Katherine Trammell
Mary Sue Traxler
Megan Williams
Emily Wilson

Sue Wright

Anyone who does anything to

help a child in his life is a hero

-Fred Rogers

Sherri McKinney-Frantz, Chief
Executive Officer

Angela Crawford, Director of
Operations

Kelly Peters, Director of Programs

Emily Castle, Advocate Manager
Lexington, Buena Vista,
Rockbridge

Maggie Dodson, Program
Engagement Manager

Tonya Dunlap, Advocate Manager
Harrisonburg & Rockingham

Ali Gallagher, Advocate Manager
Staunton, Waynesboro, Augusta

Chelsey Hughes, Development

Manager
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LRBV (Lexington, Rockbridge,
and Buena Vista) Growth

Blue Ridge CASA has provided services to
children in Lexington, Rockbridge, and
Buena Vista since 2010. The organization
recognized the unmet needs of vulnerable
children within these communities and, in
response, undertook strategic initiatives
aimed at fostering program growth.

For the first time, we employed a full-time
Advocate Manager, who dedicated a
significant portion of their time to expanding
our reach. We appreciate the generous
support of Project Horizon, who graciously
provided us with office space at no cost.
Through this partnership, the Advocate
Manager was introduced to a network of
community collaborators who share our
dedication to serving children in need.

Last year we served four children in LRBV.
This year, the number of children served
increasing to twelve—an extraordinary
300% surge. We also welcomed seven new
dedicated LRBY CASAs into our
organization, a testament to the growing
commitment within our community to
advocate for the welfare of children in the
foster care system.
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

BLUE RIDGE CASA
119 W. Frederick Street
Staunton, VA 24401
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